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The Board of Directors is excited to announce a new Partnership providing 
a UCC presence with the Presbyterian Student Center (PSC) at the 
University of Georgia (Athens, GA). With the calling of UCC minister Rev. 
Haley Lerner, this special ministry has been strengthened. The Center 
provides a welcoming place for students - providing a cage home that 
Spates inclusion, social justice and spiritual growth. L more on | 
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News from the Conference Office 


New Conference Minister to Begin the 
End of September 


We are excited to announce that the Rev. Kim Wood, 
our new Conference Minister will begin her ministry 
with us at the end of September. Watch for more 
details in the coming Conference Connections. Please 
keep her and her family in prayer as they make the 
transition to the Southeast conference. 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


Greetings, it’s that time of year again! Cycle 2, 2021 
Transforming Churches, Transforming Lives grant will 
be available September 15th and the cycle will end 
October 25, 2021. Please visit our website: 
SECUCC.org for grant information and applications. 
Please read the instructions carefully and follow the 
directions to ensure that all of the needed and 
necessary information is included to complete the 
process. 


Our Capital Campaign has been a huge success over 
the past several years and MANY of our churches 
have benefited from this initiative. Priority will be given to those FIRST TIME 
applicants this cycle. It is our intent to reach and serve the wider church. 


Special thanks to all those whose support has never wavered. We 
appreciate you for all the ways you continue to make this Southeast 
Conference United Church of Christ great!! Should you have questions or 
concerns, please feel free to reach out to me directly. 


Blessings, as we continue to journey... 
Min. Carrole Moss 
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Support for Flood Victims in Middle Tennessee 


Middle Tennessee is recovering from recent major flash flooding which 
resulted in the loss of 20 lives. Although the Southeast Conference does not 
have a church in Waverly, the UCC presence was there. Working through 
the networks that exist through national and Tennessee VOAD (Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster), the UCC provided a Disaster Response 
Solidarity Grant of $3,000 to assist the TN Wing Civil Air Patrol provide 
needed communication connections for the volunteers and community. 
Such grants are funded by contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing. 


Eyewitness Account from Waverly 


Be sure to read this captivating eyewitness account from one of our own, 
Jeani Rice-Cranford. 


UCC Disaster Relief 


Several southern U.S. states are reeling from the impact of Hurricane Ida 
with significant power outages and other wind and water damage. To stay 
on top of the unfolding situation, UCC Disaster Ministries has contacted 
UCC Conference Ministers (including our own) and the Back Bay Mission. 
This isn’t the first severe storm this year and we can be reasonably sure it 
won't be the last. What's the best way to help now? Send money. Learn 
more on the UCC website. 
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Celebrating an Ordination and Two Installations 


Sunday, August 22, 2021, was a special day in the life of the Southeast 
Conference, as we ordained, and then installed, Rev. Tonya Barnett, and 
installed Rev. Dr. Valencia Jackson. 


Rev. John Gill, Rev. Char Burch (SE Conference Minister), Tonya Burnett, Rev. 
Clarice Mitchell, Leslie Etheredge (ACM Florida Conference) 
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Rev. Dr. Valencia Jackson, Rev. Heather Fosburgh, Rhonda Dunn 


Clergy Zoom Connections for September 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, September 7, 14, 21, 28 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, September 16 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean at 
HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, September 28, 2021 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Several Churches move back to all Virtual Worship 


Because of the highly contagious Delta variant of the COVID virus, several 
of our churches have moved back to all virtual worship. One pastor shared 
that after some of their children were exposed to the virus in school, 
church leaders did not want families to feel excluded by needing to stay 
home from worship. Therefore, they made the decision to move from 
hybrid worship to all virtual for everyone. Another church went virtual for a 
few weeks after several members of the church who were vaccinated 
tested positive. Please consider your particular worshipping community 
and make decisions accordingly. 


Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church 
Leaders 


e Monday, September 27 - 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 
Many churches are moving to in-person worship. This is an 
Opportunity to learn about each other's experiences, 
recommendations, etc. We invite all Moderators, Church Leaders, and 
Clergy to be part of the conversation. REGISTER 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2021. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of September 5 


Community Congregational UCC; Montgomery, Alabama 
Michelle Calderon 

Michelle Holtmann 

Benjamin Rose 

Herbert Turner 

Anita Louise Hauenstein 


Week of September 12 


Oak Grove Congregational Christian; Pine Mountain, Georgia 
Pamela Canzater 

Richard Barnham 

Emily Bel 

Wayde Washburn 

Ginnie Ferrell 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; United 
Church of Cookeville, Cookeville TN; Holy Trinity Community Church, 
Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, Pleasant Hill TN 
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News from the Wider Church 


UCC toolkit: How to help Afghan SIVs, other Afghan 
refugees 


As a denomination committed to welcoming the stranger and loving our 
neighbors, the UCC and its congregations are under a special call to 
welcome Afghan SIVs and to advocate for them and other Afghan 

refugees. This toolkit is designed specifically for UCC churches to help 

them discern their particular call at this critical time and to access 
resources from the UCC national setting. Welcoming and Advocating for 
Afghan SIVs and Other Afghan Refugees. You can also learn more about the 
new Global H.O.P.E. team on the UCC website. 


Disaster Preparation 


Floods, hurricanes, tornados... it is the season for natural disasters. Is your 
congregation prepared to support your members and your community? 
The UCC is an active member of National VOAD (Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disaster), through which we partner with dozens of organizations, 
large and small, for holistic, community-based recovery. Local VOAD groups 
have been very active this summer. But as a congregation, there is much 
you can do to be prepared. 


Please download the Disaster Preparedness Manual for Churches from our 
SEC website: https:/Awww.secucc.org/ministries/disaster-ministries. This 
manual will help your congregation be part of this vital ministry and assist 
members in your congregation. 
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Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering 


The 2021 Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on 
supporting organizations and projects serving our homeless and immigrant 
neighbors and communities. One-third of NIN funds support the Council 
for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by 
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide funding grants to 
UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 
and direct service projects in their communities. 


Most churches collect the offering on October 3, 2021 as part of World 
Communion Sunday, but contributions can be made at any time. Click here 
for all the NIN 2021 information and PDF downloads. 


Important address update for donations to UCC 


The national setting of the UCC has changed the address for sending 
donations. This change is due to the upcoming headquarters move. The 
new address when sending contributions is: United Church of Christ, PO 
BOX 71957, Cleveland, Ohio 44194. Please let your treasurers and 
members know of this immediate address change. The ability to give online 
or text to give will remain the same. 


There is a Clergy Debt Crisis in the UCC 
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At General Synod, the Pension Boards and the National Setting of the 
United Church of Christ launched Securing the Future: Financial Justice 
for Ministers, a campaign to raise $3 million to expand the Ministers’ 
Financial Vitality Initiative (MFVI), an innovative Pension Boards program 
that is changing the lives of UCC authorized ministers across the country. 


The initiative is making a noticeable difference, providing UCC ministers with 
$10,000 each to help pay down their debt, including $1,000 to seed a 
retirement account, along with the support of both financial advisers and a 
cohort of peers facing similar money issues. 


“The program has been deeply impactful for me in terms of financial 
education for retirement planning and for the clarity with which | believe | 
can do it.” Rev. Dr. Chris Davies, UCC national staff. 


Watch this special presentation shown at General Synod to see and hear 
from program participants about the ways in which the program has 
impacted their financial habits and their understanding of money—and 
how it has raised their hopes for a more secure future. 


To donate online, visit ucc.org, and indicate “MFVI" as the Special 
Designation. 


Renewing Mission 


ADESE for God's Economy 


Adese Fellowship Application Deadline Extended! 


The Adese Fellowship is a catalytic experience that supports emerging 
spiritual entrepreneurs in launching enterprises that create a just world for 
all. Adese was designed to equip outside-of-the-box leaders who imagine all 
kinds of ventures, new models of ministry, nonprofit organizations, social 
or Spiritual enterprises, or for-profit business ventures, that advance the 
mission of the church in unprecedented ways. We are accepting 
applications from individuals whose ventures are in the seed or incubator 
Stages. Learn more on the Adese website. 
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2021 UCC Southern Regional Women’s Retreat 
Registration Open 


The Planning Committee for the 2021 UCC Southern Regional Women’s 
Retreat would like to invite you to participate in a Virtual Retreat on ZOOM 
on October 2, 2021 - 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Registration is now open. 


This program will provide an overview of the October 14-16, 2022, “In- 
Person” UCC Southern Regional Women’s Retreat to be held at Camp Weed 
in Live Oak, Florida. We will have a chance to fellowship and worship with 
old and new friends from all parts of the Southern Region (the area from 
Texas to Virginia). Our guest speaker/presenter for both retreats will be 
Rev. Dr. Georgia A. Thompson, UCC Associate General Minister of Wider 
Church Ministries and Co-Executive for Global Ministries. 


You are encouraged to watch at home or any location you select, by 
yourself or with a group of fellow UCC Women. Visit this page for more 
details. 


Register Today! 


Church Building JE-mie 
Ton Event Dates: 

September 

22nd & 23rd, 


2021 


PLAN-RAISE-FINANCE-BUILD 
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Build Church Differently - Partners In Building 2021 


The UCC Church Building & Loan Fund is pleased to invite you to our 
Partners In Building (PIB) 2021 virtual event as we all seek to, “Build Church 
Differently.” Join us on September 22nd and 23rd and hear from innovative 
faith leaders on a whole range of timely topics. 


PIB connects pastors & other church leaders with information on how to 
repurpose, finance, and manage church-owned property through 
presentations and workshops. Participants will have the opportunity to 
hear from and engage with experts including a variety of topics: Keynote 
Speakers, Navigating Land Use, Repurposing Resources for Mission, Faith- 
Based Entrepreneurs, Fund Raising, Social Media & Marketing and so much 
more. 


Registration is only $30 and includes both days. REGISTER. 


CREATING HEALTHY 


Healthy Boundaries for Retired Ministers 


Retired ministers who do not serve as pastors in a local church but who 
may preach periodically, officiate at weddings, funerals, etc. now have the 
option to attend a special Healthy Boundaries Course focused on issues 
faced by retired ministers. The course fulfills the four-year requirement for 
Southeast Conference clergy. (Fee is $35). The course will be held in-person 
on two dates: 


e Wednesday, October 6 at Central Congregational, Atlanta; 11 am to 3 
pm Eastern / 10 am to 2 pm Central 

e Wednesday, October 20 at Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant 
Hill, TN; 11 am to 3 pm Eastern / 10 am to 2 pm Central 
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Healthy Boundaries 101 


Healthy Boundary 101 is being offered on September 17 and 18, 2021. 
Please don't forget to register NOW. Registration ends September 4th... all 
materials will be in the mail on that date. Please advise if NOT received ina 
timely manner. Please visit our website for more information. 


Upcoming training for UCC churches: Serving Afghan 
refugees 


Date: Saturday, September 11, 5-6:30 p.m. ET; REGISTER 


This 90-minute training session builds on the new toolkit Welcoming and 
congregations that want to engage effectively in support for Afghan SIVs 
and other Afghan refugees being resettled to the United States. This 
training will include stories and insights from Afghan SIVs, churches that 
have built successful refugee ministries and migration professionals 
concerning effective ways that churches can make an impact. Speakers will 
offer tailored resources for UCC congregations to take action, and take 
questions from churches wanting to build responsive ministries. 
Participants will walk away with confidence for action in response to the call 
to help. 


Conference Calendar 


September 7 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 9 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


September 11 @ 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm EDT 
Installation of Rev. Courtney Jones 


September 14 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 16 @ 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


September 17 @ 1:45 pm - September 18 @ 12:15 pm EDT 
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September 21 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


September 27 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 


1 Ke} UEC eaders 


September 28 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.se 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; cbu 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@se¢ 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@sex 
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